
The World Needs a Different Christianity 
A Reflection for Celebration Sunday, 2nd Sunday after Pentecost, June 6th, 2021 
 

+ Peace be with you! 

 

Today is a loaded Sunday! We continue to worship with a pre-recorded YouTube video 

with special features about Grad Sunday, Pride Sunday, and Union Sunday. Note: Grad 

Sunday celebration YouTube video will be made public at 10 a.m.; and the Lord’s 

Supper and Coffee Hour via Zoom at 11 a.m. On this special occasion we also bring to 

our attention the discoveries of 215 bodies of indigenous children in Kamloops. 

Although issues relating to residential schools aren’t new, it is still an emotional time 

calling us to pause and revisit the problematic past. No matter how much work this 

church body has done, it is time to call Christians to pay attention to the unfinished work 

of reconciliation.  

 

Ever since the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report came out, the United 

Church has apologized in many ways and has since been active in rebuilding 

relationships with indigenous people. I am proud of this church body who has committed 

to work towards healing, trust, and respect. While it is going strong, the current 

discovery in Kamloops reminds the church there is still a lot of work to be done. This 

site will not be the last one uncovered; more will come. We must continue the process 

of reconciliation and foster a different Canadian self-understanding. 

 

Our hearts and prayers go out to the survivors, victims, and families. But today, we 

need more than prayer. Trust me, I believe in prayer; and I have been leading prayers 

for people who experience trauma. Today, we educate.  

 

I heard some folks ask, what can we do? There is a lot we can do. At least we can do 

these two things: Re-examine the kind of Christianity we have learned, and actively put 

more effort towards creating a different one.  

 



What is behind this devastating discovery is not just a failed past policy concerning 

indigenous peoples, but it is also about the erroneous Christian assumptions concerning 

non-European cultures and religions. We call it erroneous today, but it was not labelled 

as such a century ago. If I were there a century ago, I would be certain that Christianity 

is the only true religion God plans for humanity: Indigenous cultures and languages 

were inferior, and Christianity was superior. And not just any Christianity, but 

Christianity as understood by European Christians. The spirit of the time was such that 

almost no one who aimed at converting every single soul on earth to become Christians 

would be considered erroneous. Indigenous people were considered uncivilized, and 

thus must be converted and enter an education program.  

 

This scandal exposes the complicity of colonial Christianity where the religious folks 

were more than happy to help. To assimilate indigenous people into the dominant 

colonial Christian culture, residential schools were set up, although today we call it an 

abusive and racist instrument. Colonial Christianity? Has it gone yet? 

 

Late philosopher Edward Said’s classic analysis of colonialism is that the West always 

positioned themselves in terms of strength, power, and prestige whereas non-

Europeans were depicted as weak and uneducated. This mindset hasn’t gone: The 

West must dominate and not the other way round.  

 

This mindset of superiority and exclusivity extends to the realm of culture, education, 

religion, and other areas. In that world, there was little appetite for ambiguity, contested 

interpretation, and creative imagination. The underlying mindset was that if everybody 

behaved, talked, and thought the way the West has understood, the world would be a 

much better place. To achieve this goal, the West fervently educated the rest of the 

world concerning their ways of government, civility, arts, cultures, and religion.  

 

In an award-winning book, Learning to Divide the World, John Willinsky reminds us that 

the educational legacy of colonialism influences us on how we see the world. Through 

educational activities, both Europeans and people of the world are taught to 



discriminate between what is “civilized” and what is “primitive;” between who is 

“advanced” and who is “elementary.” The divided world is not an accident.  

 

For two millenniums, Christians had been taught to believe that they and they alone 

know God. When Christianity assumes the sole blessing of the Creator, Christianity 

could behave arrogantly, even deadly. Those were the times when kidnapping children 

was done in the name of education; cultural genocide was done for the sake of 

salvation; oppression was given a Christian rationale.  

 

Despite living in an age when multiculturalism is constantly featured as the most 

celebrated social phenomenon, the reality is that North American societies are still 

governed by the powerful European establishments. Knowledge is still defined by 

mastering the European categories and learning is reduced to learning to think like 

Westerners. In this light, to honour Christian traditions and to honour European 

civilizations is messily intertwined.   

 

Contemporary progressive Christians need to rise above the occasion and exercise true 

humility through deep reflection. The world needs a different Christianity.  

 

What Christians can do is pay respect to the continual unfolding of God's mystery. 

Christian mission today cannot bypass self-critique and unlearning, and the 

proclamation of the gospel should include making spaces for others; those who sing 

different songs, hear different music, and tell different stories. The God Christians 

worship treasures the plurality of human existence and experience. Embracing diversity 

emerges not from relativism but from a deeply held and aptly humble monotheism. 

Christians failed because they could not see the finitude of their traditions. 

 

Some say we live in a different time. Yes! Indeed, we are. But it does not necessarily 

mean we have learned anything from the past. A day such as today calls Christians to 

exercise a different Christianity; one that respects dialogue, differences, cultures, 

languages, and has room for God's surprises. When Christians proclaim Christ from this 



day onward, we must be able to feel the ordeals our indigenous brothers and sisters 

faced; ordeals that Christianity imposed on them in the name of Christ. When Christians 

wear their shiny crosses around their necks, or put them high in their churches, they 

must be able to understand why some people could not see the cross as a symbol of 

hope but destruction. A mature and responsible Christian that claims to follow the heart 

of Jesus and discard colonialism and racism, would seek ways to educate themselves 

through putting on non-judgmental attitudes and behaviour. 

 

It is with such self-reflection that we also celebrate Pride Sunday today. The United 

Church of Canada isn’t interested in watering down biblical teachings or disregarding 

the authority of the Bible. Quite the opposite; this church body seek to honour the 

ongoing unfolding of God’s mystery of radical hospitality through engaging in the 

needed self-critique of wrongdoing and wrong assumptions. We still have work to do. 

 

A day such as today calls on all Canadians to build a different country and Christians a 

different church. As Christians, we must examine how much colonial understanding of 

Christianity still resides in our thoughts and ways of behaving. The intertwining nature of 

colonialism and Christian teachings makes it hard to expose the issue. But we are 

better than that, we can do better than that. To untangle the thread and to envision faith 

anew, for the love of God, seriously, keep the education of ourselves alive. That’s how 

we celebrate, today and every day. 

 

May the risen Christ have mercy on us. Amen. 

 


